SUMMARY
INTRODUCTION
Deaths from malignant melanoma in the United Kingdom have increased substantially in the last 20 years.1 A recent report on the incidence of malignant melanoma in Northern Ireland drew attention to an excess of cases among females, and in this review of specimens submitted for pathological examination a female-to-male ratio of almost three -to -one was found.2 There is a widespread international variation in the female -to -male ratio. British and American studies have reported a female excess,3,4 but in Belgium, Holland There was an increase in deaths from melanoma among females in each part of the British Isles, but the increase is greatest in Northern Ireland. This is the only part of the British Isles in which there was not a significant increase in male deaths, and is the only one in which there was a significant difference between the trend of deaths among males and females (t = 2.25, p < 0.05) (Table) . 
